
This is the first of two newsletters to b e released  in 2010, whic h promises to 
be an exc iting  yea r for the cha rity. It outlines the comp letion of a  numb er of 
shipments, inc lud ing first-time dona tions to Eastern Europe and South 
Americ a . We p ub lish feed bac k and  photos we’ ve received  from partner 
organisa tions in Afric a , Asia  and  the Caribbean. We a lso highlight an 
exc iting d evelopment for the ILBF, the first shipments to countries with a  
franc ophone c ivil law trad ition. A timeline shows major events sinc e the 
c harity’ s incep tion in 2005. 
 

1 Introduc tion 

2 Shipment overview 

One of the achievements of 2009–2010 has been the inc rease in the numb er 
of c ountries to whic h the ILBF is send ing first-time dona tions. In Dec emb er 
2009 the first donations to pa rtner organisa tions in Eastern Europ e were 
rec eived by the Universita tea Petre Andrei Iasi and  the Institutul de stud ii 
Europene Stefan Lupasc u Iasi, in Romania , and  by the College of Europe in 
Poland. The ILBF has a lso sent signific ant numbers of books to organisations in 
Asia . The c harity pa rtnered  with the Asia  Found ation to send  over 200 boxes 
of books to organisations in Pakistan (inc lud ing the Noor Law College; the 
Law and Justic e Commission; the Sindh and  Lahore High Courts and  the 
LUMS Law Sc hool) and Nepa l (the RESPRO Ac ad emy and  the Ka thmand u 
Law Sc hool). A consignment was a lso sent to the Office of the Attorney 
Genera l in Bhutan. Fina lly, in Februa ry 2010, Mrs Justic e Dobbs d elivered  a  
box of books from the ILBF to the Guyana Lega l Aid  Clinic , the first South 
Americ an organisa tion to rec eive books from the ILBF.  
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The last six months has been a  period of expansion for the ILBF. As well as 
c ontinuing to dona te a  range of lega l textbooks to organisations in Africa  
and  the Caribbean, the c harity has a lso extend ed its dona tions to 
organisa tions in Asia , Europ e and  South Americ a .  
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Some of the boxes of books packed  by ILBF volunteers over the last 6 months 
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Shipment overview (cont) … 
 

As well as expand ing into Europe, Asia  and  
South Americ a , the ILBF continued  to p rovide 
books to organisa tions in Afric a  and  the 
Caribbean. In November 2009 books sent to  
Sudan were handed  over in an offic ia l 
c eremony a t the Ministry of Lega l Affa irs and  
Constitutiona l Development in Juba  to the 
United  Na tions Mission in Sudan (on b eha lf of 
the Prisons Servic e of Southern Sudan); the 
United  Nations Develop ment Progra mme (on 
beha lf of the Police Servic e of Southern 
Sudan and  on b eha lf of the Justic e and  
Confidenc e Centres in Southern Sudan); and  
the Southern Sudan Leg isla tive Assembly. 
 

Sudan: Polic e representa tive rec eiving books from 
UNDP offic ia ls a t the lib rary 

 

Add itiona lly, books were sent to partner organisa tions in 
Nigeria , inc lud ing Lega l Prac titioners; Nigerian IALE; the Nigerian 
Law Sc hool in Enugu and the Rivers Sta te College of Sc ienc e 
and  Technology; to orga nisa tions in Tanzania , inc lud ing the 
Lega l Sec tor Reform Progra mme (Attorney Genera l’ s Offic e); 
Tuma ini University; Makumira  University College; the University of 
Dar es Sa laa m Lib ra ry; and  the High Court in Zanzibar, as well as 
to the University of Zimb abwe. Ad d itiona lly, the Catholic  
University–Centre for Lega l Stud ies, the Mwa yi Trust and  St John 
of God  Community Services in Ma lawi have a lso rec eived ILBF 
books. 
 
 
Fina lly, the ILBF has built on its pa rtnership  with the Asia  
Founda tion. As well as the shipment to Nepal and Pa kistan, as 
deta iled  above, and  following a  suc c essful p ilot consignment 
to Bangladesh last yea r, a  second shipment of books has just 
a rrived safely. Those books will be rec eived  b y the Dhaka  Law 
Sc hool, the Institute of Hazra t Mohammad (SAW), the Law 
Commission and  the Lega l Educ ation and Tra ining Institute.  
 
 

As of 2010, the ILBF c ontinues to opera te a t 
a  low c ost, d ue in la rge pa rt to a  band  of 
volunteers who organise shipments, lia ise 
with pa rtner organisations, selec t and  pac k 
up dona tions of books. As the ILBF expands 
its opera tions, we have even more need  of 
volunteers. If either you or your 
organisa tion is interested in supporting  the 
ILBF’s ac tivities, through dona tions of 
books, financ ia l c ontributions, or through 
volunteering, p lease conta c t: 
info@ilb f.org .uk   
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In what was the ILBF’s first dona tion of books to South Americ a , in February 
2010, Mrs Justic e Dobbs p ersona lly delivered two boxes of law books to 
the Guyana  Lega l Aid  Clinic , whilst on a  visit to Jamaica , Barbados and  
Guyana  for the purposes of delivering a  jud ic ia l ethic s workshop  to the 
jud ic ia ry in those c ountries. 
 
The Guyana  Lega l Aid  Clinic  is a  non-governmenta l, non-p rofit making, 
non-pa rtisan organisa tion formed  to p rovide lega l a id  to peop le unab le to  
a fford  the servic es of a  member of the priva te bar. It opened in Marc h 
1994 and  sinc e then has assisted  over 17,000 peop le. 
 
Guyana  ga ined indep end ence on 26 Ma y 1966 and  b ec a me a  Repub lic  
on 23 Februa ry 1970. It has a  popula tion of about 750,000. The Guyana  
Lega l Aid  Clinic , which was orig ina lly based  in the c ap ita l Georgetown, 
has expand ed to p rovide rep resenta tion in two further reg ions of the 
c ountry. It is funded b y grants from the governments of Guyana , the 
United  Sta tes and  the United  Kingdom, as well a s other non-governmenta l 
organisa tions, ind ividua ls and  the b usiness c ommunity. 
 
ILBF volunteers selec ted  and  pa c ked  va rious books, inc lud ing lega l texts 
on c rimina l law and  human rights law, for the judge to d eliver.  
 
Following her visit, Mrs Justic e Dobbs sa id :- ‘ There is a  rea l need  in Guyana  
in pa rtic ula r for the kind of assistance tha t ILBF c an give, and I know that 
app lic a tions will soon be in the p ipeline for further assistanc e to the Lega l 
Aid  Clinic  for its regiona l offices and  from the law dep artment of the 
University’ .  
 

Sinc e its inc ep tion in 2005, the ILBF has sent hundreds o f lega l text books to organisations throughout the 
world . In genera l, these books have been sent to organisations in c ountries with an anglophone common 
law trad ition.  
 
2010 has seen an exc iting  develop ment: the first ILBF ship ments to c ountries with a  franc ophone c ivil law 
trad ition. In a  c ollabora tion between the ILBF, LexisNexis UK, LexisNexis Franc e and  the Paris and  London 
offic es of Clifford  Chance, approximately 700 books were dona ted by LexisNexis France to the ILBF.  
 
These books will be going to  the fo llowing organisa tions: 

1. the law fac ulty lib ra ry of the University of Cotonou in Benin; 
2. Institut Sup erieur Afric a in d e Formation (rec ently esta b lished  in Senegal b y Mr Elimane Kane, Mr 

Jacq ues Mestre and his team); 
3. Counc il of Jurists of the Roya l Government of Ca mbod ia ; 
4. Ca mbodia  University for Spec ia lties; 
5. Roya l University of Law and  Ec onomics; and  
6. Ca mbodian Center for Human Rights.  

 
Myriam Carius, Avoc a t à  la  Cour a t the Clifford  Chance Paris office, sa id : ‘ This dona tion of textbooks is our 
wa y to c ontribute to the educ a tion of young Afric an students.’  
 
Fab ienne Lornage, from LexisNexis France, sa id : ‘We are used to books dona tion d irec tly to small 
Universities but this opera tion was an opportunity to enla rge our impac t:  700 books were selec ted  and it 
c onc erns c ountries we d id  not have any c onta c t with before. 
The in-cash va lue of the in-kind  dona tion is equiva lent to €17 000 (US$23,000 or £14,700). This operation 
was a  natura l way to assume our corpora te soc ia l responsib ility and  we would  b e happy to renew it.’  
 

3 ILBF books hand delivered to Guyana 

4 Frenc h books 
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5 Recent feedbac k 
 

Ms. Thusitha Pilap itiya , the Team Lead er of the 
Governanc e and Rule of Law Unit formerly 
handed over the books to rec ip ient institutions 
through the Ministry of Lega l Affa irs and  
Constitutiona l Develop ment rep resented b y 
Hon. Filberto Ma yuot, the Ac ting 
Undersec reta ry. This was d one a t the Ministry’ s 
ma in Library in Juba, Southern Sudan on 20th 
Novemb er 2009  

Ms. Thusitha in her handover speec h informed  
the Ac ting Under Sec reta ry, Ministry of Lega l 
Affa irs how her unit worked with the 
organiza tions tha t donated  the books to help  
boost the knowledge and  information sha ring 
within the rule of law institutions.  

 

UNDP sta ff sort out the books before handing over a t 
the lib ra ry 

 

 
Over the last 6 months the ILBF has received va luab le feedback from partner organisations who 
have received an ILBF shipment of books. 
 
Report on the offic ia l handover of books (donated by the ILBF) at the Ministry of Legal Affa irs and 
Constitutional Development (MoLCAD), Juba, Southern Sudan: 

 
UNDP, Governanc e and  Rule of Law Unit rec ently delivered  books dona ted by the Internationa l Law 
Books Fac ility (ILBF) organization based  in the UK.  The law books which were ma inly for the rule of law 
institutions c ame in 35 boxes. The book dona tions a re a imed a t supporting  the rule of law sec tor 
institutions in Southern Sud a n through ac c ess to knowledge and best p rac tic es.    

 

Responding, the Ac ting Undersec reta ry Hon. Filberto Mayuot exp ressed  delight a t the dona ted  books 
and  exp ressed  his sincere apprec ia tion to the organiza tions behind  the donation particularly ILBF whic h is 
the first organiza tion to make suc h dona tion to the Ministry and  key rule of law institutions, add ing tha t 
this indeed has op ened up  a  window of opportunities for the rule of law  sec tor to further b enefit from 
suc h well-meaning nonprofit organizations.  

Ms. Thusitha Pilapitiya  giving her remarks during the 
handing over c eremony a t the MoLCAD libra ry 

 

Ms. Thusitha Pilapitiya  and Mr. Arike James 
hand ing a book to the Undersec reta ry MoLCAD  
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The rec ip ients of the books (rep resented  exc ept Southern Sudan Leg isla tive Assembly) lib rary inc luded; 
1. Ministry of Lega l Affa irs and  Constitutiona l Develop ment (MoLACD) 
2. Rule of Law Promoters Assoc ia tion/ Justic e and  Confidenc e Centre 
3. Prisons Lib ra ry 
4. SSPS (Polic e) Lib rary 
5. Southern Sudan Leg isla tive Assemb ly lib ra ry 

 

From the Integrity Commission, Commonwealth of Dominica: 
 
‘ I wish to p lac e on record  the sinc ere thanks of the Integrity Commission for your efforts a t sec uring a  number of 
texts on beha lf of the Commission. The Integrity Commission was esta b lished und er sec tion 4 of the Integrity in 
Pub lic  Offic e Ac t, 2003, No. 6 of 2003 and  ca me into effec t on 1st Sep temb er, 2008. The Commission is in the 
p rocess of d evelop ing a  p roper lib ra ry whic h, in add ition to serving the Commission and  its sta ff, would  be 
open to a ll p ersons in pub lic  life, the med ia  and members of the p ub lic . Much of the lib rary’ s collec tion now 
inc lude texts on the law a nd a  few sub jec t areas such as ethics, good  governance, integrity and  p rob ity in 
pub lic  life, acc ountab ility and  other rela ted  sub jec ts. The texts that you were a b le to sec ure on the 
Commission’ s beha lf will be very useful esp ec ia lly in our researc h and pub lic  educ a tion d rives.  
Thank you onc e aga in for your most inva luab le assistance. 
 
Yours very sinc erely, 
Pa lestrina  Rolle-George 
Sec reta ry (Ag) 
Integrity Commission’  
 
 

Representa tive from the Rule of Law Promoters 
Assoc ia tion rec eiving books 

 

Mr. Bob  (UNMIS) and  representa tive from the p risons 
rec eiving the books a t the library 

 

Opening of the books at the Offic e of the Attorney 
Genera l of Bhutan 

 

From Attorney General’s Office, Bhutan: 
 
‘ Firstly on beha lf of the Offic e of the Attorney Genera l 
and  on my own b eha lf I would  like to thank you and  your 
organiza tion persona lly and  would  like to inform you tha t I 
just rec eived  the books tod ay tha t you have sent. Thank 
you so much for taking the time to c onsider the req uest 
tha t I made on beha lf of the Attorney Genera l a nd  
p rocessing it and  fo llowing through till we got the book 
here. 
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Attorney Namgay Dorji and Attorney Genera l 
Phuntsho Wand i 

 

‘… the books tha t 
ILBF has sent to us 
will go a  long wa y 

into taking  us 
forward  as an 

institution for the 
betterment of the 
Rule of Law here in 

Bhutan.’  
Attorney Namga y 

Dorji 

Senior Attorneys going through the books a fter opening 
 

Now to update you a  little about the rec ent happening here in Bhutan with regard  to the Jud ic ia ry here, 
rec ently the first Chief Justic es were appointed  and  one of whic h is our very own Attorney Genera l and  so 
everyone a t offic e is a  little busy b ut nevertheless your d eliveries were a t a  right time espec ia lly bec ause now 
we do have the Supreme Court in p lac e and the princ ip les of Jurisp rudenc e is guaranteed  and  the 
sa feguard ing of our Constitution assured . 
 
Onc e aga in thank you very muc h for this grea t g ift as the books that ILBF has sent to us will go a  long way into 
taking us forward as an institution for the betterment of the Rule of Law here in Bhutan. 
 
Namga y Dorji 
Office of the Attorney Genera l 
Thimphu, Bhutan’  
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2005 
 
The ILBF was launc hed  
on 23 Novemb er 2005 
and registered  as a  
c harity (reg no. 
1112628) in January. 

2006 
 
Shipments were sent to St Vinc ent, Grenada, 
Trinidad  and  Tobago, Barbados, St Luc ia , St Kitts 
and St Nevis and  Tanzania , for the most pa rt, jointly 
c oord inated  with Book Aid  Interna tiona l (BAI). 
However 2006 a lso saw the ILBF taking step s to  
ac hieve grea ter a utonomy—the delivery of 1 tonne 
of books to the Law Soc iety of Swaziland  and  8 full 
sets of law reports and lega l enc yc loped ias to  
Caribbean jurisd ic tions being effec ted  without BAI’ s 
involvement. Promotion of the c harity began with a  
generic  insert ca rd  b eing add ed  to new ed itions of 
relevant texts to encourage purc hasers to dona te 
the p revious ed ition. The c a rd  was first used  in July 
2006 in Tolley’ s Emp loyment Law Handbook and  as 
a  result a  very useful number of p revious ed itions 
were dona ted. 

 

2007 
 
In 2007 the ILBF sent shipments to  
Swaziland , Sierra  Leone, Zamb ia , 
Ethiop ia  and  Zimbabwe, as well 
as two shipments to  both 
Uganda and  Ma lawi We teamed  
up  with the Afric an p risons 
p rojec t, a  cha rity working to  
improve Afric an p rison 
infrastruc ture. 

 

2008 
 
Signific ant shipments this year 
inc luded  those to Uganda, 
Nigeria , Sudan and  Rwanda . 

2009 
 
We agreed a  forma l rela tionship  
with the Asia  foundation (TAF) This 
helped us to ILBF ship  37 boxes of 
books to new p a rtner orga nisa tions 
in Bangladesh, inc lud ing the 
Bangladesh Bar Counc il, the Save 
the Child ren c ha rity, the 
Bangladesh Nationa l Woman 
Lawyers’  Assoc ia tion and  the Law 
Sc hool a t the University of Dhaka. 
During the summer of 2009 the ILBF 
entered  into a  Develop ment 
Partnership  with the highly 
respec ted UK-b ased  lega l c ha rity, 
Ad voc a tes for Interna tiona l 
Develop ment. 

 

2010 
 
This year we will c ontinue to send  
shipments to  rec ip ients and  we a re 
p leased  to mark our five yea r anniversa ry! 

Student Lawyers a t Ma lawi Law Soc iety 
 

Kampa la University, Uganda 
 

6 ILBF timeline 
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The ILBF is delighted to be supported  by the following major donors: 

Allen & Overy Ernest Shenton RD Arnold 

Alma and Leslie Wolfson Charitab le Trust Forster Charitab le Trust  Reed Elsevier 

Blackstone Chambers Founta in Court Russell Cooke 

CA Purnell GC Vos Slaughter and May 

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft  Ince & Co Sweet & Maxwell (Thomson Reuters) 

CAF (anonymous donor)  Keating Chambers The International Bar Assoc iation 

CAF-REMAD LexisNexis  The Sylvia Adams Charitab le Trust 

Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) Linkla ters White & Case 

Charity Choice Lovells  

City of London Solic itors’ Company Mills & Reeve  

D Simpson & K Doytchinou  One Essex Court  
 

8 Administration of the ILBF 

The ILBF is run by an Operating Committee c omprised of volunteers from the following organisa tions and  firms, whose 

support and  assistanc e is gra tefully ac knowledged : 

 
1 Bric k Court 
3 Verulam Build ings 
Clifford Chance 
College of Law 
Devereux Chambers 
Finers Stephens Innocent 
LexisNexis UK 
No5 Chambers (Birmingham) 
Sweet and Maxwell 
The Bar Counc il 
The International Bar Assoc iation 
The Law Soc iety 
 
The ILBF would  espec ia lly like to thank 3 Verulam Build ings for its provision of administra tive and  offic e spac e for the 
ILBF, and  Clifford  Chanc e for its p rovision of storage spac e for ILBF books. Thank you a lso to LexisNexis UK for the 
publica tion of the ILBF newsletter and  the running of the ILBF website. 

To c ontac t the ILBF, p lease email: info@ILBF.org.uk 
The Interna tiona l Law Book Fac ility is administered  on a  volunta ry basis: p lease be pa tient when 

wa iting  for a  response. 

7  ILBF’s Current Donors 


