
The ILBF has had  a busy start to 2009, shipp ing over one hundred boxes of 
books to partner organisations in Afric a and  Asia .  
 
In Marc h, the ILBF shipped  37 boxes of books to new partner organisa tions in 
Bangladesh, inc lud ing the Bangladesh Bar Counc il, the Save the Child ren 
c harity, the Bangladesh Na tional Woman Lawyers’  Assoc ia tion and  the Law 
Sc hool a t the University of Dhaka . This shipment is the first in a  partnership  
between the ILBF and  the Asia  Founda tion which we hope will enab le the 
ILBF to send more books to partner organisa tions throughout Asia .  The books 
have arrived in the United Sta tes en route to Bangladesh where they will be 
d istributed la ter this year.   
 
The ILBF a lso shipped  42 boxes of books to three partner organisa tions in 
Zambia : the Zambia  AIDSLaw Researc h & Advoc ac y Network, the Lega l 
Resourc es Foundation and  the Catholic  Dioc ese of Ndola—Para lega l 
Programme. Soon a fter, 48 boxes of books were pac ked and  sent to five 
partner organisa tions in Sudan. These were the United  Na tions Mission in 
Sudan (on beha lf of the Prisons Servic e of Southern Sudan), the United  
Nations Development Programme (on beha lf of the Polic e Servic e of 
Southern Sudan and on beha lf of the Justic e and  Confidenc e Centres in 
Southern Sudan), the Southern Sudan Legisla tive Assembly and  the Ministry 
of Lega l Affa irs and Constitutiona l Development.  
 
Upcoming shipments a re p lanned  to c ountries in Afric a  and in Asia .  
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In the first ha lf of 
2009 there have 
been over 100 

boxes of books sent 
to  partner 

organisa tions in Asia  
and  Afric a  

Thanks to the ongoing support of volunteers and donors, the work of the 
ILBF has c ontinued  to ga in momentum. To keep  our supporters up  to da te 
with rec ent developments, this newsletter is the first of two to be released 
in 2009. It c overs recent shipments and  an exc iting new partnership  w ith 
the Books for Asia  branc h of the Asia Foundation, which we hope will 
benefit both organisa tions. An a rtic le by a rec ent volunteer disc usses the 
experienc e of pac king books into boxes for shipment by the ILBF. We a lso 
highlight upc oming cha llenges for the charity.  

1 Introduc tion 
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3 ILBF forges c lose links with the Asia Foundation 

As part of its c ontinuing grow th and  development, the ILBF has recently 
entered  into a  formal c oopera tion agreement w ith the Asia  Founda tion 
(“ TAF” ), a  signific ant and highly regarded non-governmenta l 
organisa tion based in San Franc isco, USA (TAF’ s websites a re a t 
www.asia founda tion.org and  www.booksforasia .org).  
 
The ILBF Operating Committee took the view tha t such an 
understand ing would  be of benefit in tha t: 
 

�  The ILBF has found it less easy to identify high-qua lity rec ip ients for 
our books in the Ind ian sub-continent and  further a field  in Asia 
than in other parts of the c ommon law world  suc h as Africa  and  
the Caribbean.  

 
�  TAF has a strong p resence in many Asian c ountries, p rovid ing not 

only texts but a lso many other forms of c haritab le input. Such 
p resenc e inc ludes a large number of workers “ on the ground” , 
a  signific ant number of sponsored  p rojec ts and  a  well-
developed  set-up  for c learing a id  materia ls through foreign 
c ustoms.  

 
�  TAF has found it d iffic ult to identify reliable sources of Americ an 

and other c ommon law lega l texts to d istribute with its own a id .  
 
For these reasons, the ILBF regards the tie-up  w ith TAF as a perfec t 
matc h. The c oopera tion agreement sets out the c ommon ob jec tives of 
the two charities and  a  framework for future opera tion; whilst not 
c ommitting either c harity to any b ind ing ongoing rela tionship or 
partnership . 
 
In overview , wha t is intended is tha t TAF will make requests of the ILBF for 
lega l texts to be sent to spec ific  identified  projec ts of theirs in Asia and  
tha t the ILBF will, if it is in a  position to do so, respond  to suc h requests 
either by shipp ing a  c onsignment of books to San Franc isc o for on-
shipment to Asia  by TAF as pa rt of la rger shipments or - in due course - 
d irec tly to a  nomina ted Asian port where they w ill be rec eived  and  
c leared  by agents of TAF. 

 

Paul Lowenstein QC, Cha irman of the ILBF Opera ting Committee visited  
the offices of TAF whilst on a trip  to San Franc isc o in April. On his return, 
he sa id: “ I was deeply impressed  with what I saw . The TAF administra tive 
offic es (which I visited ) a re large, modern and  highly organised . They 
a lso have a warehouse fac ility on the outskirts of San Franc isc o. The 
personnel I met were a ll highly experienc ed  and  p la inly d riven by their 
work. In partic ular, I spent time with Melody Zavala , the d irec tor of the 
Books for Asia  branc h of TAF. Melody [p ic tured left with a  number of TAF 
publica tions] was highly enthusiastic  about the tie-up between TAF and  
the ILBF and  said  how p leased they were tha t the p lan had  p roduc ed  
c onc rete ac tion a lmost immed ia tely w ith an ILBF shipment of a  
c onsignment of books whic h TAF will d istribute in Bangladesh.”  
 
Given the enthusiasm on both sides, the ILBF expec ts tha t its rela tionship 
with TAF is likely to bec ome an important part of its work. 

Books pac ked fo r the shipment to Bang ladesh 
with the Asia  Founda tion. 

Melody Za va la , from theAsia  

Founda tion, says: ‘ [The 

partnership  with the ILBF] can 

get lega l texts into the hands of 

those tha t need them – from 

organiza tions working to sec ure 

the rights of women and 

child ren, to village c ommunity 

lead ers, and to the students 

sha ring a  c ha ir and  peering  

over eac h other’ s shoulders in 

university read ing rooms.’  
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4 The volunteering experienc e 
Matthew Yore, from LexisNexis UK, spent a day as a volunteer for 
the ILBF in Marc h 2009, pac king a shipment of books. Here he 
desc ribes his experienc e and what motivated him to volunteer for 
the ILBF.  

Books represent w indows to an extensive world  of knowledge and  
ac cord ingly a  stepp ing stone toward  fulfillment for people of a ll ages 
and bac kgrounds. This is the reason why historica lly, books have been 
c elebra ted  as great tools of libera tion whic h educ a te and  d rive 
development. One only has to ponder this b riefly to apprec ia te the 
degree of loss which oc c urs when something as simple as a  quality 
book bec omes elusive.  

With the law  moving so fast, for the purposes of many institutions in the 
UK, vast quantities of qua lity books soon become obsolete. Rec ently I 
was luc ky enough to spend  a  day working with the ILBF on one of their 
many ongoing initia tives a imed a t fac ilita ting the flow of lega l texts to 
p rofessiona l bod ies, advic e centres, pro bono groups, law sc hools and  
other institutions and  ind ividuals in less affluent c ommon law 
jurisd ic tions throughout the world . On this partic ular occ asion, my b rief 
partic ipa tion in the work of the ILBF a llowed me the privilege of 
making a sma ll yet signific ant contribution to the development of 
lega l expertise in Bangladesh through the shipment of over thirty 
boxes of various lega l volumes. The wider importance of the work 
performed by the ILBF is made evident through both the c ontinua l 
high demand for these shipments and the c onsequent amelioration 
this provides for the rec ip ients. 

When one c onsiders the importanc e of books within the c ontext of 
lega l, soc ia l and  ec onomic  development p rojec ts, essentia lly the ILBF 
a re p rovid ing immeasurab le benefits to the lives of many – from 
judges and  advoc a tes to c hild ren and  those aspiring to effec t positive 
c hange in the world  a t a ll levels. The ILBF’s rela tively short yet 
exc ep tionally impressive rec ord  of ac hievement thus far deserves the 
grea test p ra ise and  ongoing support, and  I would  highly rec ommend 
volunteering for the ILBF to anyone with an interest in soc ia l justic e and  
the rule of law.  

Volunteers a fter packing a  shipment to four 
partner organisa tions in Bang ladesh.  

In 2009 further shipments a re p lanned to partner organisa tions 
in Tanzania , Ma lawi and  Swaziland . The future of these 
shipments depends on your help . Due to rec ent and  
numerous la rge shipments to partner organisa tions, the 
number of books in the ILBF storage fac ility has been 
depleted . We urge you to c onsider whether you c an 
c ontribute to the ILBF by dona ting relevant law books. For an 
upda ted  list of p referred  titles, p lease go to www.ilb f.org .uk.  

5 Appeal for more books 

Book shelves a t the ILBF storage fac ility 

 

Due to numerous 
rec ent shipments, 

the number of 
books in the ILBF 

storage fac ility has 
been dep leted . 
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 To c ontac t the ILBF, p lease email: info@ILBF.org.uk 
The Interna tiona l Law Book Fac ility is administered  on a  volunta ry basis: p lease be pa tient when 

wa iting  for a  response. 

6  ILBF’s Current Donors 

The ILBF is delighted to be supported  by the following major donors: 

Allen & Overy Ince & Co 

Alma and Leslie Wolfson Charitab le Trust Keating Chambers 

Blackstone Chambers LexisNexis  

CA Purnell Linkla ters 

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft  Lovells 

CAF (anonymous donor)  Mills & Reeve 

CAF-REMAD One Essex Court 

Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) RD Arnold 

Charity Choice Reed Elsevier 

City of London Solic itors’ Company Russell Cooke 

D Shenton Slaughter and May 

D Simpson & K Doytchinou Sweet & Maxwell (Thomson Reuters) 

Forster Charitab le Trust  The International Bar Assoc iation 

Founta in Court The Sylvia  Adams Charitab le Trust 

GC Vos White & Case 
 
 

The ILBF is run by an Opera ting Committee c omprised of volunteers from the following organisa tions and  firms, whose 

support and  assistanc e is gra tefully ac knowledged : 

 
1 Bric k Court 
3 Verulam Build ings 
Clifford Chance 
College of Law 
Finers Stephens Innocent 
LexisNexis UK 
Linkla ters 
Sweet and Maxwell 
The Bar Counc il 
The International Bar Assoc iation 
The Law Soc iety 

7 Administration of the ILBF 


